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of medieval thought and the actual conditions of constant
warfare and brutal savagery was due to the lack of sufficient
organization at the basis of medieval culture.'1 Disorder was
due 'not to the want of a clear conviction of the rights and
duties of rulers and subjects, but to the absence of an effective
instrument of government3,2 Political technique fell as far short
of political theory in those days as theory falls short of technique
in our own.

Order and organization are only achieved at the expense of
the private person's freedom to do what he pleases, but Chris-
tianity has always insisted that certain rights belong inalienably
to each person, because he possesses a reason and has a soul
which was redeemed by Christ. Here we get the vital difference
between Christian society and Greek society even at its best.
This spiritual check on arbitrary power suited the ancient
constitutional practice of the Teutonic peoples, it liberalized
still further a Roman law which itself under the influence of
Stoicism had come to recognize what Professor Carlyle has
called ethe legal personality of the slave',3 and it helped to
'create the feudal theory in which rights are balanced by duties
and social order is based on contractual justice, itself springing
out of the natural law of God and the ancient customs of the
land, and yet is softened by the ideal of personal loyalty and
of religious and chivalrous obligations. As political organization
was developed and centralized, .it was natural that the ruler
should try to override this customary insistence on the rights
and freedom of the individual, and, on the excuse of determining
positive law, to claim something not unlike modern sovereignty
in law-making; therefore the individual had to look to the
protection of the Church which claimed to be the guardian of
morality and justice. Whatever may be said of the interested
-motives of the chief actors on either side, there can be no doubt
'that the Church in its quarrel with the secular power of either
,Emperor or King stood for an ideal which we in our day would
be inclined to call liberalism. clt is one aspect and not the least

,    I E.I. Watkin, The Bow in the Clouds, p. 35.

3 A. J. Carlyle, op. cit. iii. 31.                        3 A. J. Carlyle, op. cit. v. 446.